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TRY THE SPOT REDUCER 10 DAYS FREE IN YOUR OWN HOME! 
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DRAW INSTANTLY 

NO EXPERIENCE, NO TALENT, NO LESSONS, NO SKILL NEEOED! 

THIS AMA2ING INVENTION MAKES IT EAST FOB ANTONE TO DRAW INSTANTU1 



Amazing Invention 
Maltti Drawing Ealy! 
DRAW ANYTHING! 
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NIGHTMARE, as a word, has nothing to do 
with the milkman's hor:-r It preserves for ui 
■ record of the nocturnal viiiti of what the 
Anglo Saxoni called "moerv" meaning spirit*. 
The belief that somehow spirits can commu- 
nicate with human beings by way of dreams 
Is one that Is found on all planes of culture. 
Most popular form of communication has 
always been thai of Incubi and luccubi wh« 
•re said to consort with human beings in 
■leep. 



ANCIENT EGYPT nlim confused magic 
with medicine, but it is a curious fact that 
tomb inscriptions show that simplr diagnoses 
and prescriptions were employed for what we 
now know as the more curable diseases, while 
magical formulae and strange amulets were 
provided in cases that even modern medicine 
knows little about. 

TORTURE in the history of law was once 
considered necessary to obtain lustice. The 
reason was simple: under the prevailing rules, 
so-relled "full proof" was essential for tnnvie. 
bon without a confession, and the standards 
of "full proof were set so high that in most 
cam II ww uooeuuubla. It »aa Uuralart 



material to obtain confession by some means 
or other. The most effective means was tor- 
ture, and thus torture became for s long 
while sanctified as lawful and necessary. 

THE GHOST DANCE of the American 

Indians is said to be the Invention of an 
early choreographer who was ■ young Paiute 
Indian medictne-man known as Wovoka but 
named Jack Wilson by while men who knew 
him. Wilson proclaimed in 1848 that he had 
experienced a revelation that guaranteed the 
Indian* would be rid of the palefaces if his 
ghost dance were performed. It became a fad 
— a sort of spooky jitterbug— and was actually 
one of the causes of the Sioux outbreak- 



A COCKATRICE was. perhaps, the most 
deadly creature ever hatched. Supposedly 
■produced from an egg by the warmth of a 
■citing serpent, it was said to have the power 
of withering plants at its touch and poisoning 
men and beasts with n look from it* baleful 
eye. One plant it could not kill, however, was 
rac. and the only animal unaffected by the 
glance of its wicked eye was the weasel. The 
carstence of the cockatrice was firmly believed 
in throughout ancient and medieval timea. 
Even the Bible mentions it — four times. 
Unfortunately for these ( modern times no 
■ample of the kind of egg from which the 
cockatrice took its name can be found. It 
must, according to authorities on Evil, be 
hatched from the egg of a male fowl. 



DEMONOLOGY. the pseudnscience which 
deals with demons on what may be described 
as ■ familiar basis, may be in for a revival 
during the Korean War. The reason It that 
the Korean peasants consider Ihrnuelvn 
haunted by demon* to thr number ol thou- 
sands of billions' These malignant *pitit*. the 
Koreans say. fill their chimneys, homes, out- 
buildings: Ihey are in rvrry utensil and con- 
tainer, on every shelf: in thousands they 
accompany every traveller as he leaves his 
home, beside him, behind him. dancing and 
whirling around him and shrieking endlessly 
at him from air, earth and water. Nn doubt 
the proper military authority are in comm 1 
nication with the Fiends .• Indeed, there is 
Korean rumor to the effect thai the UN forces 
are signing up these demons "by the thou 
sands of billions"! 
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INQUISITIONAL TORTURE was forbid- 
den to be applied more than once by the 
judges ol that medieval sport The eager 
inquisitor*, however, ™n discovered * neat 
evasion of the rules They never terminated 
the torment of a torture but merer) 'contin- 
ued" it from lime to rtmr so l"nj at the body 
•i Unit vuua kald togr Uvc 



LIGHTED CANDLES AROUND A 
CORPSE Hill symbolixe * primitive rite ■■ 
old a* the custom of watching at the side of 

• dead body atl night. Both practices were 
originally due to the belief that ■ corpse, like 

• person asleep, ii specially liable to the 
assaults of ghouls or vampires. 

ST. ELMO'S FIRE, the mysterious lumina- 
tion which appears on ship masts, lightning 
rods, pointed roofs, and even at finger tip* 
during certain kind! of thunderstorms, ii itld 
to be dangerous if red in crjlor but harmless 
if blue. K hat never been wholly explained as 
an electrical phenomena. 

INSANE PERSONS until the middle of the 
18th century in Europe were cared for at 
shnnes, nr wandered homeless about the 
country. Those deemed a menace to the com- 
munity were sent to ordinary prisons or 
chained in dungeons Thus large number* of 
lunatics accumulated in the prisons, and even- 
tually there grew up a distinction between 
them and criminal* which Anally resulted in 
a separation of Ihc two classes. It may there- 
fore be said that humane treatment of the 
mentally ill is a contribution to civihration 
which we owe. literally, to criminals. 




HALLUCINATIONS are not ordinarily asso- 
ciated with the use of tobacco. But it wis 
once a means of producing them in Haiti, in 
much the same manner as hashish is used 
today. 

A WITCH today is almost Invariably old. 
but this is not true of the witches of the past. 
Among primitive peoples, as a mattrr of fact, 
it was believed thot instruction in witrherart 
was given by old women, but the pupils were 
young girls. 

HOW TO SPOT A WITCH: In India the 
folklore baa it that there Is nne infallible test 
by means of which the identity of a witch 
may be discovered. Beating, them, the Indians 
•ay. with a castor oil plant makes them cry 
out I 

MAGIC to the Cherokee was once o rompll- 
rated business. A formula of the Cherokees' 
prescribes that the individual to whom evil n 
intended should be followed until he spits 
Upon the ground. The spittle must then be 
collected on the end of a stick and put into a 
tube made of a poisonous plant together with 
seven earthworms, splinters of a tree blasted 
by lightning, and buried with seven yellow 
stones at the foot of a tree struck by light- 
ning. The worms will feed on the victim's 
soul, die yellow stones are the emblem of 
trouble, and the lightning everyone knows is 
very powerful magic. If. after seven days, the 
intended victim survives, the magician him- 
self will be in danger because this charm gone 
wrong will return "upon the head of him who 
sent it forth." 

SADISM as the name for a vicious perversion 
characterized by cruelty comes from the infi. ' 
mous Marquis De Sade. whose title and name 
are rnrrertly Count Donatien Alphonse Fran- 
cm* Sade. Born in Pans on the second day of 
June. 17-0. he entered military service as a 
cavalryman at the age of fourteen, returning 
to Pans in 1766. His unnatural practices 
quickly became notorious and by 1771 had 
earned for him a sentence of death. He fled to 
Italy but was arrested and then escaped from 
prison. He was rearrested and finally com- 
mitted to the Bastille. Here he began to write 
the plays and obscene novels which still cir- 
culate in modern editions. This much It 
known generally. Not so generally known b 
the fact that in 1789. before the publication 
of any of his major works, he was removed to 
the Charrnton Lunatic Asylum from which 
he was discharged in 1790 (■ year before the 
publication of /u»r<ne). only lo be recommit- 
t'd as incurable in 13(13 He died in the asy- 
lum on thr second day of December. 1814. a 
hopeless mad man. 
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ONLY S1-A PERFECT GIFT! 

SERVICEMEN . . . her*', on in«ip*nsl«c, practical and THOUGHTFUL gift to tend 
10 yeut family, your *w«*lh«ait at your friend, back home ,^,_ « a conttant 
reminder of your ihoughifulne.*, day in and day out. 
SOLD 1Y MAIL ONLY! 
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